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Private View is a series composed of 20 episodes. It is a dialogue involving 
around 300 characters and ten thousand lines. Each utterance is the complete 
transcription of writings and/or typography visible on a work of art, essentially 
paintings, neons, and wall texts, which mainly (in my view) consist of presenting 
phrases, words, letters to be read. These lines are chained so that they respond 
to each other and construct a discussion, while strictly respecting the 
chronological order of the creation of the works involved, from 1955 to 2006 
(the year I conceived this project). The title Private View, which refers to an 
exhibition opening, also suggests that the selection and association of the quoted 
messages are subjective and form a fiction. 

This body of work stems from an observation: the progressive invasion of 
artworks by text. From the predominantly abstract and self-referential discourse 
that dominated the 1960s, to political, social, economic, cultural, and moral 
critique, passing through personal declarations and self-expression, language 
within the artwork follows the concerns of art. It implicitly reveals the political 
and social transformations, the hegemony of the Western world from the post-
war boom years to the turn of the millennium. The discussion evolves through 
associative meanders, generating deviations, disconnections, and shifts in 
meaning. Detached from their support, words regain their common function, 
activating an open-ended narrative.  

To give the film a raw and pictorial quality, it consists only of static shots. The 
characters are photographs captured at openings of contemporary art 
exhibitions. Each is presented in a single profile or three-quarter view, oriented 
upright or mirror-inverted to always face the previous speaker. A pixelated 
close-up is applied when they speak several times in a row. 

The text was published in 2011 and was performed in a staging by Yves 
Lefebvre, in Paris at the Louvre Auditorium on October 21, 2011, and in Leuven 
at STUK Soetezaal on November 10, 2012.  

Most of the film was created in 2019 during a residency at Quartier Éphémère, 
supported by the Fonderie Darling, a visual arts center in Montreal. Additional 
support came from the Canadian Cultural Centre in Paris, the City of Paris, the 
Fondation des Artistes, the Couvent des Récollets in Paris, and MoCo Montpellier 
Contemporain. The final sound recordings were made in Berlin in 2023.  

CC 

Alongside Private View, a selection of ballpoint pen drawings is also presented, 
that humorously challenge some of the commonplaces of communication.  
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